
� 	

Our	Eternal	Priesthood	

I.	 An	Eternal	Priesthood:	
You	are	called	to	minister	to	the	Lord!		This	is	part	of	the	de7inition	of	what	it	
means	to	be	a	Christian.		The	idea	of	God's	people	being	priests	before	Him	is	
found	throughout	Scripture,	from	Genesis	to	Revelation.		We	have	been	called	
into	an	eternal	priesthood;	we	will	actually	be	priests	before	God	forever	(Ex.	
19:6;	He.	7:24;	1Pe.	2:5,	9;	Re.	1:6,	5:10).	

"do	not	be	negligent	now,	for	the	Lord	has	chosen	you	to	stand	before	him	and	
serve	him,	to	minister	before	him	and	to	burn	incense	(1Ch.	19:11)."	

"He	appointed	some	of	the	Levites	to	minister	before	the	ark	of	the	LORD,	to	
make	petition,	to	give	thanks,	and	to	praise	the	LORD	(1Ch.	16:4)."  

A. Distinct	from	Priests	in	Liturgical	Traditions:	
The	kind	of	priesthood	the	Bible	speaks	of	is	very	different	from	what	has	
been	practiced	in	more	liturgical	traditions	(such	as	Catholic)	that	you	
may	think	of	when	you	hear	the	term	"priest."		It's	7ine	for	those	in	the	
service	of	such	traditions	to	be	called	priests,	but	we	don't	want	to	con-
fuse	that	with	how	the	scriptures	de7ine	priests.		We	want	to	come	to	our	
de7inition	by	paying	careful	attention	to	what	the	Bible	has	to	say	about	
these	things	and	not	to	take	our	lead	from	traditions	of	men.	

B. Israel	as	a	Kingdom	of	Priests:	
When	God	established	the	nation	of	Israel	in	the	book	of	Exodus,	He	called	
them	all	a	"kingdom	of	priests".		A	certain	part	of	the	population,	about	
3%	(one	tribe	out	of	twelve,	and	then	only	men	of	a	certain	age),	was	set	
apart	to	serve	in	the	house	of	prayer	as	full-time	vocational	priests,	but	
God	was	very	clear	that	the	entire	nation	was	to	view	themselves	as	
priests.		As	an	entire	community,	their	calling	was	to	minister	to	the	pres-
ence	of	God	together.	

"out	of	all	nations	you	will	be	my	treasured	possession…	you	will	be	for	me	a	
kingdom	of	priests	and	a	holy	nation	(Ex.	19:5-6)."	

C. The	Church	as	a	Kingdom	of	Priests:	
Today,	God	calls	all	of	the	church	a	"kingdom	of	priests"!		He	does	still	call	
some	percentage	to	serve	Him	as	full-time	vocational	priests	in	His	house	
(we	call	them	"intercessory	missionaries"),	but	every	Christian	is	a	priest.		
We	all	have	been	given	the	privilege	and	responsibility	to	minister	to	God,	
and	to	minister	to	others	on	His	behalf.	
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"You	have	made	them	to	be	a	kingdom	and	priests	to	serve	our	God,	and	
they	will	reign	on	the	earth	(Re.	5:10)."	

"you	also,	like	living	stones,	are	being	built	into	a	spiritual	house	to	be	a	
holy	priesthood,	offering	spiritual	sacriPices	acceptable	to	God	through	Jesus	
Christ…But	you	are	a	chosen	people,	a	royal	priesthood,	a	holy	nation,	a	
people	belonging	to	God,	that	you	may	declare	the	praises	of	him	who	called	
you	out	of	darkness	(1Pe.	2:5,	9)."	

D. David's	Priestly	Lifestyle:	
King	David	was	not	a	Levite.		He	wasn't	in	full-time	ministry;	he	was	a	full-
time	government	of7icial	as	his	day	job	with	a	very	busy	schedule	and	lots	
of	responsibilities.		And	today	we	speak	of	David	as	the	father	of	the	
prayer	movement!		He	serves	as	an	example	for	all	those	whom	God	
would	call	to	bless	and	serve	the	house	of	prayer	and	live	a	priestly	life-
style—	without	becoming	a	full-time	intercessory	missionary.	
1. One	Thing:	

David	prioritized	being	in	the	presence	of	God	in	the	house	of	prayer	
as	his	great	"one	thing"	desire	(Ps.	27:4).	

2. Daily	Prayer	Rhythms:	
David	said	that	he	cried	out	to	the	Lord	"evening,	morning,	and	noon	
(Ps.	55:18)."	

3. Danced	in	a	Linen	Ephod:	
David	danced	before	the	ark	of	the	covenant,	trading	his	royal	robes	
for	priestly	garments	(2Sa.	6:17;	cf.	1Sa.	1:18,	2:28,	22:18).	

4. Called	God	His	"Portion"	Like	the	Levites:  
David	borrowed	the	language	of	God's	promise	to	be	the	priests'	"por-
tion"	to	claim	God	as	his	portion	(Ps.	16:5-6).	

5. Financed	and	Organized	the	Levites:	
David	poured	enormous	amounts	of	resources	into	launching	the	
tabernacle	and	supporting	the	Levites	who	were	called	to	the	full-time	
ministry	of	prayer	and	worship	(1Ch.	15-29).	

II. Priests	Since	the	Beginning: 
Priesthood	was	not	a	result	of	the	fall	or	an	institution	of	the	Law;	it	was	the	
original	design	for	our	humanity.		The	garden	of	Eden	is	called	the	"garden	of	
the	LORD"	(Is.	51:3,	Ez.	28:13,	Ez.	31:9)	and	it	has	many	parallels	to	the	New	
Jerusalem	described	in	Revelation	22:1-5.		We	might	say	that	Eden	was	the	
7irst	tabernacle	or	temple	(or	house	of	prayer!)	on	the	earth.	
A. Adam	Was	Commissioned	as	a	Priest: 

In	the	garden	of	Eden,	God	told	Adam	to	"work"	and	"take	care"	of	it	(Ge.	
2:15).		This	was	not	primarily	a	command	to	be	a	farmer.		These	are	the	
Hebrew	words	abad	and	shamar	(Strong's	5647	and	8104).		Abad	is	often	
translated	"serve"	and	shamar	carries	an	implication	of	watchful,	careful,	
protective	keeping.		These	words	are	used	together	to	describe	the	
priests'	service	in	the	tabernacle	and	are	translated	in	the	ESV	as	either	
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"serve	[and]	minister"	or	"serve	[and]	guard". 
 
"The	Lord	God	took	the	man	and	put	him	in	the	Garden	of	Eden	to	work	it	
and	take	care	of	it.	(Ge.	2:15)"  
 
"And	you	and	your	sons	with	you	shall	guard	your	priesthood	for	all	that	
concerns	the	altar	and	that	is	within	the	veil;	and	you	shall	serve	(Nu.	18:7	
ESV,	see	also	Nu.	3:7-8;	8:26)."	

B. Adam	Was	a	Worship	Leader: 
Ezekiel	28	is	a	prophecy	about	the	downfall	of	the	king	of	Tyre;	however,	
part	of	it	7lashes	back	to	describing	the	garden	of	Eden.		Many	churches	
teach	that	this	is	about	the	fall	of	Lucifer,	but	many	scholars	(Christian	as	
well	as	Jewish)	believe	this	is	actually	the	fall	of	Adam.		If	so,	it	describes	
Adam	as	the	7irst	priest	and	worship	leader	in	the	garden	of	Eden. 
 
"You	were	the	seal	of	perfection,	full	of	wisdom	and	perfect	in	beauty.	You	
were	in	Eden,	the	garden	of	God;	every	precious	stone	adorned	you:	car-
nelian,	chrysolite	and	emerald,	topaz,	onyx	and	jasper,	lapis	lazuli,	turquoise	
and	beryl.	Your	settings	and	mountings	[NKJV:	timbrels	and	pipes]	were	
made	of	gold;	on	the	day	you	were	created	they	were	prepared.	You	were	
anointed	as	a	guardian	cherub,	for	so	I	ordained	you.	You	were	on	the	holy	
mount	of	God;	you	walked	among	the	Piery	stones	(Ez.	28:12-14)"  

1. Similar	Stones:	
The	precious	stones	listed	in	Ezekiel	28	as	his	"covering"	are	almost	
identical	to	the	stones	listed	on	the	priest's	breastplate	in	Exodus	28. 
 
"Then	mount	four	rows	of	precious	stones	on	it…	carnelian,	chrysolite	
and	beryl…	turquoise,	lapis	lazuli	and	emerald…	jacinth,	agate	and	
amethyst…	topaz,	onyx	and	jasper	(Ex.	28:17-20)."	

2. Musical	Instruments:	
The	phrase	"settings	and	mountings"	is	dif7icult	to	translate,	but	the	
NKJV	as	well	as	a	number	of	Jewish	translations	translate	it	as	"tim-
brels	and	pipes"—	which	is	where	we	get	the	idea	that	Satan,	if	this	
was	Satan,	was	a	musician.		If	it's	Adam,	then	this	describes	Adam	as	a	
worship	leader	before	the	Lord!	

3. The	Mountain	of	God:	
The	garden	of	Eden	is	paralleled	with	the	mountain	of	God.		
(Throughout	Scripture,	the	mountain	of	God	describes	either	Mount	
Sinai	where	the	presence	of	God	came	down	in	7ire,	Mount	Zion	in	Is-
rael	where	the	temple	was,	or	the	heavenly	mountain	where	the	New	
Jerusalem	is.)		The	person	in	this	passage,	whom	I	believe	to	be	Adam,	
walked	in	both	locations,	or	they	were	connected.		He	worshipped	in	
the	direct	presence	of	God.	
 
"You	were	in	Eden,	the	garden	of	God…	You	were	on	the	holy	mount	of	
God;	you	walked	among	the	Piery	stones	(Ez.	28:	13-14)"	
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III. Priests	in	Eternity: 
Not	everything	we	are	called	to	is	eternal.		Most	forms	of	ministry	have	an	
expiration	date.		There	will	come	a	time	when	feeding	the	poor	or	preaching	
the	gospel	are	unnecessary,	but	we	will	minister	to	God	as	His	royal	priest-
hood	forever.		In	Revelation,	after	seeing	the	end	time	storyline	of	God	unfold	
into	eternity,	one	of	the	primary	ways	John	described	the	church	was	as	a	
priesthood	(Re.	1:6,	5:10,	20:5).	
A. Worship	Forever: 

We	will	be	doing	many	things	in	the	new	heavens	and	the	new	earth	for-
ever,	but	worship	will	always	be	our	central	activity.		Many	verses	speak	of	
worshipping	forever,	and	although	it	would	be	easy	to	take	them	as	hy-
perbole,	they	are	actually	reality. 
 
"Then	we	your	people…	will	praise	you	forever	(Ps.	79:13,	cf.	Ps.	30:12,	44:8,	
86:12,	115:18)."  

B. Priests	Who	Never	Have	to	Leave	the	Temple: 
Jesus	promised	the	church	of	Philadelphia	that	if	they	overcome,	they	
would	get	to	stay	in	the	temple	of	God	forever	and	never	have	to	leave.		It	
seems	that	this	is	a	kind	of	reward	that	is	available	that	God	will	give	to	
some.		Similar	to	how	Israel	had	Levites	and	our	generation	has	interces-
sory	missionaries,	there	will	be	a	category	of	resurrected	saints	in	eterni-
ty	whose	job	description	is	to	stay	in	the	direct	presence	of	the	throne	of	
God	forever,	ministering	to	the	Lord.  
 
"The	one	who	is	victorious	I	will	make	a	pillar	in	the	temple	of	my	God.	Nev-
er	again	will	they	leave	it	(Re.	3:12)."  

C. Reigning	with	Him	as	Priests: 
During	the	Millennium,	the	thousand	years	of	Jesus'	reign	and	restoration	
work	on	the	earth,	we	will	be	worshiping	Him	and	reigning	alongside	Him	
as	a	kingdom	of	priests.		Kingship	and	priesthood	are	often	parallel	in	
Scripture	(see	Melchizedek,	David,	and	Jesus).		God	wants	co-rulers	who	
will	also	serve	Him	as	priests,	and	He	wants	priests	who	will	also	rule	
with	Him.  
 
"You	have	made	them	to	be	a	kingdom	and	priests	to	serve	our	God,	and	
they	will	reign	on	the	earth	(Re.	5:10)"  
 
"they	will	be	priests	of	God	and	of	Christ	and	will	reign	with	him	for	a	thou-
sand	years	(Re.	20:5)."  
 
"And	you	will	be	called	priests	of	the	Lord,	you	will	be	named	ministers	of	
our	God	(Is.	61:6)."	

IV. Two	Priestly	Directions: 
A	priest	stands	in	the	gap	as	a	bridge	that	pulls	heaven	and	earth	together.		
Therefore,	priests	face	two	directions:	they	stand	facing	God	on	behalf	of	the	
people,	and	facing	the	people	on	behalf	of	God.		Facing	God	in	worship	and	
prayer	is	always	7irst	and	foremost,	but	as	we	minister	to	God,	He	also	calls	us	
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to	represent	Him	to	the	world.		These	two	directions	are	expressed	in	four	
activities:	adoration,	intercession,	proclamation,	and	preparation.	
A. Jesus	Our	Great	High	Priest:	

In	His	death	and	resurrection,	Jesus	started	a	new	priesthood	with	Him-
self	as	the	High	Priest.		His	sacri7ice	is	the	once-and-for-all	sin	offering	
that	represents	us	before	God	and	allows	us	to	enter	His	presence.		He	
also	represents	God	to	us	as	the	perfect	image	of	the	Father	(Co.	1:15,	He.	
1:3).	

"in	order	that	he	[Jesus]	might	become	a	merciful	and	faithful	high	priest	in	
service	to	God,	and	that	he	might	make	atonement	for	the	sins	of	the	people	
(He.	2:17)."	

B. Parallel	to	the	First	and	Second	Commandments: 
We	can	compare	the	two	directions	of	the	priesthood	to	the	7irst	and	sec-
ond	commandments	(love	God,	then	love	people,	Mt.	22:37-39).		Both	are	
important,	but	the	7irst	MUST	be	7irst.		We	love	others	out	of	the	over7low	
of	loving	God.		Likewise,	our	priestly	ministry	includes	both	God	and	peo-
ple—vertical	and	horizontal—but	ministry	to	God	must	always	come	7irst.		
We	minister	to	others	out	of	the	over7low	of	ministering	to	God.	

C. Representing	Man	Before	God:	
As	priests,	we	stand	facing	God	on	behalf	of	people.		We	offer	Him	our	
own	worship	(representing	ourselves	as	people),	and	we	intercede	for	
Him	to	move	in	the	lives	of	others	(representing	other	people).	

"Every	high	priest	is	selected	from	among	the	people	and	is	appointed	to	
represent	the	people	in	matters	related	to	God	(He.	5:1)."	

1. Adoration: 
The	highest	calling	of	a	priest	is	worship,	ministering	directly	to	God.		
Worship	is	agreeing	with	who	God	is.		This	paves	the	way	for	every	
other	area	of	priestly	ministry.	When	we	agree	with	who	God	is	in	
adoration,	we	have	a	foundation	to	ask	Him	to	act	according	to	His	
character	in	intercession,	to	speak	the	truth	of	who	He	is	in	proclama-
tion,	and	to	participate	in	His	plans	in	preparation.  
 
"May	my	prayer	be	set	before	you	like	incense;	may	the	lifting	up	of	my	
hands	be	like	the	evening	sacriPice	(Ps.	141:2)."	  
 
"Through	Jesus,	therefore,	let	us	continually	offer	to	God	a	sacriPice	of	
praise—the	fruit	of	lips	that	openly	profess	his	name	(He.	13:15)."  
 
"offer	your	bodies	as	a	living	sacriPice,	holy	and	pleasing	to	God—this	is	
your	true	and	proper	worship	(Ro.	12:1)."  
 
"But	you	are…	a	royal	priesthood…	that	you	may	declare	the	praises	of	
him	who	called	you	out	of	darkness	(1Pe.	2:9)."	

2. Intercession:	
In	the	temple,	the	burnt	offerings	served	as	intercession	for	the	peo-
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ple.		Our	intercession	is	through	prayer	and	asking	God	to	move.		Most	
of	the	time,	if	we	don't	pray,	He	doesn't	move.		Jesus	Himself,	as	the	
Word	of	God	and	our	High	Priest,	is	an	intercessor	and	governs	
through	intercession,	and	He	invites	us	to	partner	with	Him	in	this.	

"Moses	said	to	Aaron,	'Come	to	the	altar	and	sacriPice	your	sin	offering	
and	your	burnt	offering	and	make	atonement	for	yourself	and	the	peo-
ple;	sacriPice	the	offering	that	is	for	the	people	and	make	atonement	for	
them,	as	the	Lord	has	commanded	(Le.	9:7).'"	

"I	looked	for	someone	among	them	who	would	build	up	the	wall	and	
stand	before	me	in	the	gap	on	behalf	of	the	land	so	I	would	not	have	to	
destroy	it,	but	I	found	no	one	(Ez.	22:30)."	

D. Representing	God	Before	Man:	
As	priests,	we	also	stand	facing	people	on	behalf	of	God.		As	we	stand	in	
God's	presence	ministering	to	Him,	He	7ills	us	with	His	word,	so	that	we	
can	turn	around	and	represent	His	heart	to	others	through	proclamation	
and	preparation.	
1. Proclamation: 

Levitical	priests	were	responsible	for	teaching	the	Law	to	the	people.		
As	priests,	we	also	declare	the	word	of	God	and	teach	people	His	ways.		
Paul	speci7ically	identi7ied	preaching	the	gospel	as	priestly	ministry,	
and	also	described	it	as	the	"ministry	of	reconciliation." 
 
"For	the	lips	of	a	priest	ought	to	preserve	knowledge,	because	he	is	the	
messenger	of	the	LORD	Almighty	and	people	seek	instruction	from	his	
mouth	(Ma.	2:7)."  
 
"They	[the	priests]	are	to	teach	my	people	the	difference	between	the	
holy	and	the	common	and	show	them	how	to	distinguish	between	the	
unclean	and	the	clean	(Ez.	44:23).  
 
"He	gave	me	the	priestly	duty	of	proclaiming	the	gospel	of	God	(Ro.	
15:16)."  
 
"All	this	is	from	God,	who…	gave	us	the	ministry	of	reconciliation…	We	
are	therefore	Christ's	ambassadors,	as	though	God	were	making	his	ap-
peal	through	us.	(2Co.	5:18,	20)."	

2. Preparation:	
The	Levitical	priests	were	tasked	with	maintaining	the	spiritual	health	
of	the	community	so	as	to	prepare	the	way	of	the	Messiah.		Today,	as	
priests,	we	prepare	the	way	for	the	Messiah	even	as	John	the	Baptist	
did	(and	he	was	from	a	priestly	family	as	well!).		The	forerunner	min-
istry	is	inherently	priestly.	

"In	the	wilderness	prepare	the	way	for	the	LORD	(Is.	40:3)."	
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V. Priestly	Consecration: 
To	consecrate	means	to	set	apart	for	God.		In	fact,	part	of	the	Merriam-Web-
ster	de7inition	is	"to	devote	irrevocably	to	the	worship	of	God"!		All	believers	
are	called	to	be	set	apart	from	the	world,	and	the	more	seriously	we	take	our	
calling	as	priests,	the	more	separate	we	must	inevitably	become.			
A. Levitical	Consecration: 

The	Levitical	priests	were	set	apart	from	the	rest	of	the	community	in	or-
der	to	devote	their	lives	to	ministering	to	God.		A	detailed	ceremony	(Le.	
8)	initiated	them	into	the	priesthood,	and	they	also	had	additional	holi-
ness	laws	that	were	more	strict	than	the	laws	for	the	rest	of	the	people	
(Le.	21-22).		They	also	had	certain	privileges	that	the	rest	of	the	people	
did	not,	such	as	eating	the	food	of	the	offerings. 
 
"Anoint	Aaron	and	his	sons	and	consecrate	them	so	they	may	serve	me	as	
priests	(Ex.	30:30)."	

B. Consecration	Today:  
As	believers,	we	are	all	called	to	be	set	apart	from	the	ways	of	the	world	
so	that	we	can	be	used	by	God	(2Ti.	2:21).		We	aren't	required	to	keep	
ceremonial	holiness	laws,	and	the	blood	of	Jesus	covers	our	sin,	but	we	
will	7ind	that	our	fellowship	with	God	is	easier	when	we	choose	to	live	
free	from	being	continually	inundated	by	the	things	of	the	world.		As	a	
community	that	is	particularly	called	to	be	a	priesthood,	we	often	even	
choose	to	refrain	from	permissible	things	in	order	to	more	wholehearted-
ly	ful7ill	the	calling	of	priesthood.		Sometimes	that's	an	intentional	choice	
to	deny	our	7lesh,	and	sometimes	we	simply	7ind	ourselves	growing	disin-
terested	in	the	things	that	the	world	is	interested	in! 
 
"Do	not	conform	to	the	pattern	of	this	world,	but	be	transformed	by	the	re-
newing	of	your	mind	(Ro.	12:2)."  
 
"Do	not	love	the	world	or	anything	in	the	world.	If	anyone	loves	the	world,	
love	for	the	Father	is	not	in	them	(1Jn.	2:15)."  
 
"don't	you	know	that	friendship	with	the	world	means	enmity	against	God?	
(Js.	4:4)."  
 
"'I	have	the	right	to	do	anything,'	you	say—but	not	everything	is	benePicial	
(1Co.	10:23)."	

VI. Priestly	Fragrance: 
Our	priestly	ministry	is	a	sweet	fragrance	to	God	(or	"pleasing	aroma",	Lev.	
3:16).		In	a	very	real	way,	our	prayers	arise	before	His	throne	as	incense	(Rev.	
5:8).		This	incense	blesses	His	heart	and	brings	Him	so	much	pleasure	and	
delight.		There's	a	reason	that	the	Bible	speaks	of	"ministering"	to	or	"bless-
ing"	the	Lord.		He	feels	like	you	do	when	someone	ministers	to	or	blesses	you!	
A. In	Israel:  

The	offerings	the	Levitical	priests	offered	to	God	had	a	pleasing	fragrance	
to	Him,	many	of	them	literally	as	they	were	burning.		The	priests	burned	
incense	as	well	as	various	animals	and	types	of	food.  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"The	priest	shall	burn	them	on	the	altar	as	a	food	offering,	a	pleasing	aroma	
(Le.	3:16)."	

B. In	the	Church: 
Revelation	5	offers	the	clearest	example	of	our	prayers	being	incense	that	
rises	before	God's	throne.		Our	worship	and	prayer	isn't	just	words	and	
feelings	that	disappear	into	the	air.		It	actually	goes	somewhere	real,	aris-
ing	as	incense	from	earth	to	heaven.  
 
"the	four	living	creatures	and	the	twenty-four	elders	fell	down	before	the	
Lamb.	Each	one	had	a	harp	and	they	were	holding	golden	bowls	full	of	in-
cense,	which	are	the	prayers	of	God's	people	(Re.	5:8)."	

C. Mary's	Fragrance:  
When	Mary	of	Bethany	poured	out	her	alabaster	jar	of	perfume	at	Jesus'	
feet,	the	fragrance	7illed	the	house.		Why	did	the	Holy	Spirit	include	this	
detail	in	the	gospel	account?		I	believe	her	outpouring	of	perfume	was	ac-
cepted	by	God	as	a	priestly	act	of	worship. 
 
"Then	Mary	took	about	a	pint	of	pure	nard,	an	expensive	perfume;	she	
poured	it	on	Jesus'	feet	and	wiped	his	feet	with	her	hair.	And	the	house	was	
Pilled	with	the	fragrance	of	the	perfume	(Jn.	12:3)."	

VII. Priestly	Inheritance: 
When	we	are	set	apart	as	priests	to	minister	to	God,	He	rewards	us	with	the	
most	precious	gift	He	can	give—	Himself.		This	is	true	for	all	believers,	and	we	
experience	this	reality	more	and	more	the	more	we	lean	into	it.		This	experi-
ential	inheritance	is	free	for	the	choosing,	and	we	choose	it	by	embracing	our	
priestly	ministry	to	God.	
A. The	Levitical	Inheritance: 

God	promised	certain	portions	of	land	to	each	tribe	of	Israel	as	their	in-
heritance,	but	to	the	tribe	of	Levi,	who	were	set	apart	as	priests,	He	gave	
no	land	inheritance,	because	He	Himself	was	their	inheritance.		Some	
verses	also	say	that	the	priesthood	was	their	inheritance,	which	means	
the	same	thing.		In	the	priesthood,	they	had	the	unique	privilege	of	access	
to	the	presence	of	God.	(Nu.	18:20-26,	Dt.	10:8-9,	Dt.	18:1-2,	Jos.	13:14,	
Jos.	13:33,	Jos.	18:7,	Ez.	44:26) 
 
"The	Lord	said	to	Aaron,	'You	will	have	no	inheritance	in	their	land,	nor	will	
you	have	any	share	among	them;	I	am	your	share	and	your	inheritance	
among	the	Israelites	(Nu.	18:20).'"  
 
"At	that	time	the	Lord	set	apart	the	tribe	of	Levi	to	carry	the	ark	of	the	
covenant	of	the	Lord,	to	stand	before	the	Lord	to	minister	and	to	pronounce	
blessings	in	his	name,	as	they	still	do	today.	That	is	why	the	Levites	have	no	
share	or	inheritance	among	their	fellow	Israelites;	the	Lord	is	their	inheri-
tance,	as	the	Lord	your	God	told	them	(Dt.	10:8-9)."  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B. The	Psalmists'	Portion: 
Another	word	used	synonymously	with	"inheritance"	is	"portion".		The	
Psalmists	spoke	of	God	being	their	portion	(Ps.	16:5-6,	73:25-26,	142:5)
—	and	not	all	of	the	Psalmists	were	Levites!		David	wrote	Psalm	16	and	
appropriates	the	language	of	priestly	inheritance	to	describe	his	relation-
ship	with	God.		The	boundary	lines	were	the	markers	that	designated	a	
certain	tract	of	land	as	belonging	to	an	individual	or	a	family.  
 
"Lord,	you	alone	are	my	portion	and	my	cup;	you	make	my	lot	secure.	The	
boundary	lines	have	fallen	for	me	in	pleasant	places;	surely	I	have	a	delight-
ful	inheritance	(Ps.	16:5-6)."	

C. Chosen	the	Good	Portion:  
The	7irst	time	we	are	introduced	to	Mary	of	Bethany,	she	is	sitting	at	Jesus'	
feet	and	listening	to	His	word.		Jesus	says	that	she	has	"chosen	the	good	
portion	(Lk.	10:42	ESV)".		In	fact,	the	Greek	word	for	"portion"	(merida,	
Strong's	G3310)	is	the	same	word	speci7ically	used	in	relation	to	inheri-
tance	in	the	New	Testament	and	also	the	Greek	translation	of	the	Old	Tes-
tament.		Jesus	is	identifying	Mary	in	the	priestly	role	of	ministering	to	Him	
with	her	time	and	attention,	and	therefore	He	Himself	is	her	portion	that	
will	never	be	taken	away	from	her.		(Also,	the	phrase	"one	thing"	is	paral-
lel	to	David's	"one	thing"	desire	for	the	presence	of	God	in	Psalm	27:4!) 
 
"but	one	thing	is	necessary.	Mary	has	chosen	the	good	portion,	which	will	
not	be	taken	away	from	her	(Lk.	10:42	ESV)."	

D. Our	Inheritance	as	Priests:  
As	believers	who	collectively	are	a	kingdom	of	priests,	we	receive	full	ac-
cess	to	the	presence	of	God,	both	now	by	the	indwelling	Holy	Spirit	and	in	
eternity	in	His	presence.		However,	just	as	the	Levites	were	given	a	unique	
inheritance	in	the	presence	of	God,	and	as	the	Psalmists	and	Jesus	said	
this	portion	could	be	chosen,	there	is	an	invitation	awaiting	anyone	who	
chooses	it	to	experience	more	of	God	as	our	inheritance.		For	us	as	a	fami-
ly	of	priests	at	The	Prayer	Room,	often	feeling	the	pinch	of	other	things	we	
are	"missing	out"	on	in	order	to	say	yes	to	this	calling,	we	can	be	encour-
aged	that	the	boundary	lines	have	fallen	in	pleasant	places	and	God	Him-
self	is	our	portion.
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